Farrakhan: ‘New
uslim Direction’

By JAMES H. CLEAVER
Seatinel Executive Editor

This week, Minister or

- Imam Abdul Haleem Frar-
_-rakhan, Interntional: spokes-
man for the World Communi-
ty of Islam, was in Lgs Angel-
es and he talked candidly and
at length about the: changes

... that have taken place in the

secl, formerly known as the

" nation of Islam, including the

~ failure of businesses, the in-’

-clusion of whites, the accep-
tance of Malcolm X’s

teachi and. '
Wevriepmt o

vk"'Shghtly built qud exlmmha

#u e Well-dressed,. bllt‘.r “eloquent
x‘rgspukesman* for
~’maintaing * the’ _image’ that

most muslims were-nnce
.‘;'knnwn for,

* Dressed in a dark suit and a
white “shirt and tie, the
. youthful-looking’ minister
" talked about the changes that
have taken place since the
.elevation ~of Wallace D.
‘Muhammad “to the post of
chief” minister, following the
death of his father, the late
Elijah Muhammad.

“There have been several
changes since the Honorable
Wallace D. Muhammad as-
sumed the leadership of the
nation of Islam. The begin-
ning’ steps deal withjust a
step up from nationalism, or
‘black nationalism, to the uni-
versal creed of Islam. And all
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laughed aloud and said, “It close to him. I would have

doesn’t matter what a man
wears or how long his hair is.
If he wants to wear a beard,
then let him wear it, It is what,
is in his head and in his hea
that counts.

“People are heglming to
-recognize the Muslims and
the changes that have come
about within this grovp. And
some of the most profound
changes have taken place in
recent history.” \

Reflecting on his rela-
tionship with the late

Malcolm X, Farrakhan grew ™
‘JMter Y

thoughtful and said,
Malcolm left the movement, [
really didn’t understand
where Malcolm had gone. I
began to dislike the man that
had taught me; who had
reared me and taken me as a

child and fed me. I was very .

given my life for Malcolm.
“But when he left the
movement and began to, what
I call, attack the moral char-
acter of the late Homorable
" Blijah Mohammad. Then I

‘turned away from Malcolm.

Only later did I learn what
Macolm knew 12 years before
me;- that I had to walk in his

_shoes to understand where he

was coming from. And Gog
has blessed me to walk right

_ in the shoes of Malcolm

walk up the mountain of lead-
(Continued on Page A-15) _
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(Continued from Page A-1)
of the changes evolve around
- that one step.”

He pointed out that in order
to understand the step, It is
necessary to understand the
change from utloulhm to
universalism.

Likening the current trend
to the teachings of the Bible,
Minister Farrakhan ex-
plaified, “If you notice, when
Jesus first began preaching,
he told his disciples to ‘Go-ye,
not in the way of the
Samaritan nor ‘even in the
way of the Gentile. But go Ye
to the lost sheep of the house
of Israel.”

““They had a specific
charge to go to a specific
people who were suffering un-
der specific condition. Then
later on in ‘the scripture,
Jesus told his disciples, ‘Take
this' Gospel into all the world.
To every nation. To every
kindred and to every town!™

“Now here you have a na-
tionalist approach to the lost
sheep of Israel, and then you
have a universal approach,
moving from Israel to the
whole world. We had the same

:-approach with prophet
Mohammed. His message

started in Arabia. But after it -

was solidified in Arabia, then
He moved his followers and
disciples to the ends of the
known world.”

“The late Great Elijah
Mubhammad (May God be
pleased with him) recognized
that white America had a
serious - problem. And that

. problem was that we had been_

overtly, systematically and
subliminally tavght to hate
the blackness of our skin, the
kinkiness of our hair and owr
roots and culture in Africa.

“So he started where the
problem was then, with skin.
And he made us proud of our
blackness and proud of our
heritage. And he made us
desire to love ourselves, unite
with ourselves and do some-
thing constructive for
ourselves. So, many books
that have been written about
him, refered to him as a black
nationalist.

“But Islam is a universal
creed. And the Honorable
Wallace . D, Muvhammad re-
alizing that blackness, if
taken to the exireme would
turn inward and become self-
destructive, brought to us the
universal message of the
Prophet Mohammed, the vni-

K'Ms
think tllffgrenﬂy HIS horizons

versal message of the Koran
which elevated the communi-
ty from a nationalist stand-
point to the universal creed of
Islam.” :
Speaking to the issue of

" changes within the Nation of

Islam Minister Farrkahn
pointed out, *‘I think It is
natural that people fear
change. When things remain
stagnant, they are in a state of
death. But Almighty God had
ordained.that everything most
evolve; attain stage after
stage until it reaches its even-
tual perfection. And to under-
stand the changes that have
taken place in the World Com-
munity of Islam, one should
look at the magnificent and
beautiful life of the late great
Malcolm X.

“‘Malcolm started off in the
ghetto. Drifted off into a
eriminal life and then met the
great Elijah Muvhammad and
became a religious zealot for
Islam. But Islam on a black
nationalist level. He called
the white man the ‘devil’ as
the Honorable Elijah Muham-
mad tavght vs for forty-four
years. And I think that
teaching did more to help
solve raclst problems In
Amerlca than any other
teaching. But we will talk
about that later.

“Bult Malcolm then out-

grew the message of the lale
Honorable Elijah Muhamad
mﬁrmemﬂu?ﬁ‘@

began to broaden. Then
Malcolm went to Mecca.
There in Mecca, he sent cards
back to his friends, saying he
saw white men, black men,
asians, and all manner of men
worshipping together in a
bond of brotherhood. This

made him see that Islam as a
powerful spiritual force could
cause human beings to live as
human beings. So he returned
to the United States with a
different philosophy.”

Asked how Malcolm's new
found belief differed from
that of Elijah Muhammad,
Minister Farrakhan explained
that Elijah’s message was
strictly to the black man. His
concerns were strictly for the
black man in America and
dark people around the world.
But Malcolm began to see
that all human beings can
become one uander Islam.”

He said that when Malcolm
came back to the U.S. many
of the black revaglutionaries
who had been nurtured under
Malcolm’s wing, became dis-
sillusioned with his new found
teachings.

““‘And we of course in the
Nation of Islam, became em-
bittered by Malcolm's change
and we said that Malcolm was
a traitor: Malcolm is no long-
er for the black man, and
Malcglm is this and Malcolm
is that. And in Maleolm’s au-
tobiography, he said, ‘I tried
to turn the cormer but my
people don’t understand.”

The eloquent minister was
queried about Malcolm's con-
tention before his death that it
would be Muslims who would
kill him. He answered,
Malcolm understood the
psyche, the mentality of the
Muslims and he understood
that the Honorable Elijah
Muhammad was a messenger
of God and we believed that
any disobedience to Elijah
Muhammad or any break in
organizational discipline was
tanatamount to treason and if
Malcolm was to attack the
late Elijah Muhammad, some
zealot in the movement would




