____ Editorial
The Messenger of Allah and
The Year of Decision

This is the time of year (and time in history) for 22 mil-
lion black people in America, who awaken daily’ to the
same diet of deadly discrimination designed for their
destruction, to discard the futile “‘solutions” to their press-
ing problems of a true freedom and to reappraise and re-
examine the program put forth by the only divinely- -mis-
sioned black leader, the Honorable Elijah Muhammad.

WHILE THERE have been many misguided leaders
among black people here in America who have been afraid
to openly join Muhammad while privately espousing his
views, the program of the Messenger of Allah has become
known and admired by thinking people throughout the
world. Thousands of these leaders, scholars, students and
statesmen have traveled to America to gain direct access
to the wisdom put forth on the back page of MUHAMMAD
SPEAKS

It is a case of Muhammad not going to the proverbial
mountain, but the mountains of leaders, scholars and stu-
dents coming to Muhammad in America.

The world realizes that what Muhammad has de-
manded for people in America is different and on a much
higher plane than any program put forth by civil rtghts
workers or integrationists. This humble but divinely-gifted
leader, whose love for his people has enabled him to rise
steadily for 35 years to become the guiding light of the West
to lead a people out of a doomed existence as Moses did the
people of Israel from the Pharaohs.

FAITHFULLY FOR 35 years, Muhammad has brought
his life-giving message, asking not for crumbs but that his
people separate from their open enemy and ask for land of
their own, on which to build a nation dedicated to justice,
equality and dignity.

In this year 1966, thousands of black people in America
will become even more aware of the ringing truths put forth
by this courageous Messenger of Allah. Black people in
America have been a divided people and the key to unity
is the program and solutions put forth by Messenger
Muhammad.

We must have some of this earth to call our own. We
must build and do for ourselves the things others never will
do for us. It is said that ‘‘he who wants to be free must
strike the first blow,” and in 1966, black men, women and
children who seek true freedom must join Muhammad.
This is indeed the year of destiny. (See program on back
page.)
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stack of mail daily
— much more than, let’s
say, I normally receive in
two to three months. Yet, as
most of his correspondents
are aware, he attends to
every single urgent com-
munication himself. His sec-
retarial staff only assists
him in typing his answers to
the letters and mailing them
to their respective address-
ees.

THOUGH THE Messenger
possesses an unpublished
number, his telephone seems

Chicago over the years. (The
first time I had the pleasure
and privilege of calling on
the Honorable Elijah Mu-
hammad was 10 years ago—
in March, 1956)

IT IS MY belief that few
persons — other than the
“Nation of Islam™ officlals
and members of the Messen-
ger’s immediate family —
know of the many extraor-
dinary and noteworthy per-
sonal characteristics of this
noble human being.

Few persons, for instance,
probably realize that the
Honorable Elijah Muham-
mad, in spite of his fragile
frame, actually works hard-
er than most of us can or
voluntarily will.

He rises early each morn-
ing, often before dawn, and
retires quite late at night—
sometimes well past the mid-
night hour. This means he
puts in some 16 to 19 hours
in work per day.

On several occasions when
T have called ogghim during

to ring . A large
percentage of jis calls come
from out-of-town — usually
from his dedicated “labor-
ers” (le., Muhammad’s
Mosque of Islam ministers
and other officials around
the country).

More often than not, he
personally answers his
phone, believing that, in the
long run, he saves a lot of
valuable time by taking the
calls himself. His own voice
on the telephone also serves
as a source of much reassur-
ance, encouragement and
satisfaction to his callers,
especially his followers.

Then there is the constant
stream of visitors. Anticipat-
ing an arrival, the Honor-
able Elijah Muhammad
often greets his visitor at the
door. If in conferénce with
an earlier arrival, his new
callers are ushered into the
living room, where he later
joins them. If he wishes to
receive and talk to his visi-
tors in the dining room, he

pecsonally escorts them to

atlve staff apg
chief aides. It is at these
high-level talks that many
new ‘decisions in behalf of
the Nation of Islam are
made and many new direc
tives issued to its member.
ship at large.

DESPITE THIS hectc
schedule, frequently I have
seen the Honorable Elijah
Muhammad “excuse” him
self for a moment or two and
leave the table to welcome
a visiting member of his
family — 2 grandchild or
another loved one from out
of-town.

No less impressive, to me,
is the Messenger's personal
“style’”: When in conversa-
tion, he speaks in a very
low, almost inaudible voice;
never does it rise above th""?
of his guest. When he per-
sonally greets a visitor at
the door, he also insists on
carrying his guest's baggage
or whatever personal effects
the latter might have with
him. If you stand up when
he enters the I , he will
quickly ukvbﬁ;mbe seated
adding that . . . Don't stand
up for me, brother. I stand
up for ALLAH!™

And, contrary to what one
might believe about a person
of his stature and strenuous
schedule of daily activities.
the Honorable E11jah Mu
hammad eats but one meal
a~day — no more than he
advises his followers to do’
The Muslim leader's per
sonal life may thus Dbe
called, and rightfully so
EXTRAORDINARY as well

that room.

as EXEMPLARY.
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