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The destruction and dehumanizing of the
black male always has been the main objective
of white supremacy elements in the Western
world. The resultant near-wreckage of the
Negro family has been attained primarily
through the intolerable conditions under which -
black men and women—but mainly men—have

gracefully high death rate among Negro male
adults and Negro male infants is the truth that
general neglect deprives the male child of a
masculine image when his leadership is needed

In the following article—and ones in suc-
ceeding weeks—MUHAMMAD SPEAKS will

conditions confronting the black male in the
hope that Negro families will give greater at-
tention to the specific development and under-

shocking than the dis-

the race.

entific analysis of the

di dod B,

days ahead.

survival and kealthy growth during the crucial
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DETROIT — ‘‘Schools are
oriented and set up to per-
mit girls to prosper while
boys are left to flounder” is
the explanation offered by
most principals, teachers
and parents for the fact that
there are almost twice as
many boys as girls in an
area of ‘‘slow learners.”

(The area is called “basic
track,” which means & test-
ed child is found to be, in
fact, two or more years be-
low his correct level of
achievement.)

THE GIRLS' pre-eininence
is ascribed variously to “old
mald school teachers who do
not like nasty little boys'™
and & tendency for girls to

conform to the ‘ways and
deeds prescrived by their
teachers " .

As of October 1, there
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basie track tn el -

lementary unlike
& } consensus that boys (
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of junior highs,
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In-the 196485 school year,
boys
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eferred for psycholog- | L have trouble reiating o

Teachers, principals -and
parents account for the dis-
parity in a variety of ways.

noyed mother of three sons
put it, is the fact thal
“gchools are taught by old
maid types who place & pre-
mium on conformity, discl-
pline and good grades.”

And, it seems, boys do not|
conform. ““We've discovered
in math classes, for exam-
ple;” sald Earle A. Alfred,
principal of Evans Junlor
, ‘‘that teachers will as-
sign 10 math problems that
illustrate one principle.”

“THe boys will soon dis-
cover ii's basically the same
problem. So they'll begin the
assignment, get bored and
won't bother to finish it, But
the girls will plow on
through and get the good

It also appears to be th¥

littte ‘'beasts” ‘to whom the
teachers’ have trouble “re-
lating."”

my - gon: myself,” sald 2
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portance of not

or unconsciously fmcorporat-

ing a child's behavior grade
into his performance
grade,” sald Alfred.

But that this is freguently

er junlor high school princi-
pal who said that the slower
tracks were frequentily pop-
ulated by children who were
essentially behawior prob-
tems.

Poor behavior led o poor
learning which led to poor
grades which led to the siow-
er iracks, she sald.

' Teachers and principals
also agree generally that
giris are more sdaptable,
mature eariier, leamn o ex-
press ihemseives earlier,
and are more mentally alert
than boys at an earifer age.
Joseph B. Carlo, principal
of Ballou Senior High, indi-
cated that these unkappy
facts could lead boys to de-
velop an antipathy toward
schoal at an early age that
hquiy have lasting and unfor-
{unate effecls.

«f AAVE wondered,” he
said, " [ would be Rdvis-
able to separate LOYyS
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often surpass the girln. But
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“In many Negro homes|
there is no male,” be said,
"g0 the boys have no self.
of where

cause there are so few Injlention &t bome
District schools, lhey iose|disciplined and is
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“in sddition,” he said,|well alschool.”

West Africa To Develop
Iron and Steel Industry
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