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ed””.to’ push.hand {rucks, run®ers

iseases,
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tened Hair:spreed ‘anjong’ colored. men..Tn- thése early

days.of the present centiry, ", pimps: and: eR, ga
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- whose ‘heads ‘are heavy with: lard, wax '
theyr use, "We'fe in ] ;
figure that kind of help.ts be ‘unstable and:in: Some:
. Lases, untrustworthy. And:our experiences have proven
this to: be tfue hecause we -can't :depend on those. with
~eonkead hair and our furmév
e reguire ‘manial labor -is very high.’
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1 I ] , Plle cratez Bléts;’ night’ chil dancers, an hustlers ‘become lea
e storerdomand perform - other henidl taska, - of the vogue! Not long. after; chimical |
“Frankly," .éa_{ys the white execufive vice | _tEe m(in?; &:ttaw,kw 1o be siads;:

shoit nappy, wiry naie into laying down for two or three
‘Negroes who believed:siich hair would solve their sogial
p_rqbléma .. X

Another’ employer 5t a lafge Chicago
¢ eolor: here, and'hire 'white and colored on o basis of e
quality, However, we madé a- policy of giving our bet:
ter payingand. more responsible jobs to heat, intells
- gent locking, alert colored men and women. My secre-
tary s a very efficient dark-skinned girl who does not
- have those awfil looking blonde streaks in her datk hair,
That young man over thera is a very capable accovint-
ant and I was at first tempted to hire him for our
staff. But ‘when I saw he had straightened his hair, I
. ¢aid no, even theugh he seemed qualified for the high-
-er position, Instead, I hi him as"a member of .our
- shipping department,” ’

Even Negroes themseives are developing prejudices
against the - hair-conking vopue, A  Fisk University
' sociologist said redently that “some Negroes seem more
., interested’ in “having their bair conked than in getting

civil rights. - :
=~ “We don't hire them,” said the woman director of
- & nationally knowh mail order company, “because wa
figure they must be jitterbugs or even dope fiends to
get their heads done up in that disgusting manner. We
- dre in business to make. money, not to run a training
..8chool for people whoe don't seem o realize ‘how rnuch
-+ their appearance afféctd. their chances of getting johs.”

Today Urbsir League branches in many large cities

*. acToss the country, have become aware. of the ‘fact that
- one of the big obstacles in the path of mass hiring of
" Negro workers is the “problem” of the “conked head.
Urban Leagué industrial depariment secretaries are

. finding that many thousands of jobs would probably
be giver to Negroes if it wasn't for the fact that the
applicants show up for interviews with heads “greased
50 slick that a fly would sidd on tem and break its neck,”

“I@ seems to be, a nationz] craze among Negroes

on a certain leval,” remarked a prominent sociologist;
. "to get. thetr hair burned so it will lock slick, Some
Hind of hug seems o have gotten into their minds
that they have to have ‘white folks' hair in order to
survive when the fact is that white folks themselves
Taugh at them and show mare regard for Negroes who
simply keep their hair clean, well-brushed and peat,”

But these mounting protests have done Little 4o
.stop the trend because the Negroes who want their
skulls seared- with acid are taking their examples from
such national heroes as Sugar Ray Reobinson, the world
middleweight champion;  Duke Ellington and Count
Basie, the bandleaders; singers Billy ¥ckstine, Deek
Watson of the Ink Spots, Nt (King) Cole, Sammy Da-

. vis Jr, and such others as pianist Far] (Fatha) Hines,
- world light heavywsight champion .Archie Moore;  for-
mer welterweight titicholder Kid Gavilan, ballplayer

- Minnje Minoso and hundreds of others, .

4
. When tapdancer Bill Baily, long regarded as the
- hatural successor to the lafe Bill (Bojangles) 'Rébin-
son, suddenly stopped ‘dancing at the Apolle Theater in
Harlem and bent his head forward inte the spotlight
- and hollored: “It may be greasy but it sure ain’t nappy
‘1o mere,” he prohiably echoed the sentiments of untold
thousands of Negrées who didn't hear hima sey it but
" whi have the same idea. X .
<. . Many years ago. when the late Mme, C, J. Walker
.- inade a discovery that kinks, could he scientifically..iron.
;ed out of nappy bair and quit, heF washtub in. St. Louis
- 10 become one of the very first Negro woimen, millicn.
. ires off her hair straightening system, she alsa opened
the door for Negro men to appesse their .own: vanity,
- For--some fellow made the lly startling di rery
;that & portion of lye mixed with boiled potatoes could
"; be-rendered into a ‘Splution- that would’ straighten even
ke “nappiest. hair” for longer petiods of tirne,
. o In spite 4f the fact that thousands got their scalps
-‘,.badly and sometines permianently burned by lye or

.urng concern says: “We don't discrimisiate ‘hecause of-

- Today the roots hive sprung into’ a full .grown so-
ciological problém. Duiviiig .Warld War. 1T, ane of the
ot B and continiing beefs:of Negro Gis stationed in

Europe, the Séuth Pacific ‘and
din theaters was the Taet that “
here tomake this bad hair.lay
Camp Show Units whose male dance
-used staigheners for the hair, they; came back to the Uni-
ted States telling htw they cou]d!,bave made small for-
tunes peddling hair conk to dlstraught GIs.

Popularly known as a “burn,” the conk has gradu-
ated from the old straightener job that used to turn the
hair reddish to the moderi “process” which is the same
thing hecause the’ stuff “still burns the héll out of your
head,” as comedian Allen Drew, a conk user for yests,
puts it .

Process jobs ‘cost between 45 and $6 and need to
be repeated every week to ten days &t barbexshops that
look like beauty parlors. Chairs are equipped,now-n-
days with built in basins with running water bekind
the head. “We need chairs like this,” says barber Eddie
Coleman of the J. F, Mitchell barbershop in the swank

in the Chins-Burma-In-
we can't get nothing.over

rs cand singers

Lake Meadows shopping district. “You've got to have

water where you can get it right away in order to wash

out the acids in this stuff. Otherwise, the ecustomer

might get his scalp burned”

Fortunately, a healthy trend away from the hair
been started, strangely enough, by

conking mania has
bebop, “progressive” and “modern musicianz.” Among

the younger followers of these new jazz forms, it is

counted as a sign of intelligence to wear the haif short,
ungreased but neat,. Musicians whose hair is worn in
this fashion include bandlender Dizzy Gillespie, pianist-
writer Billy Taylor, Perey Heath, Milt Jackson, and John
Lewis, camposer pianist Thelonius Monk, bandléader Lio-

nel Hampton, the late Charlie (Yardhird) Parker, the vet-

eran king of jazz, Louis (Ssichmo) Armstrong, blind
singer Al Hibhler, blues shouter Big Joe Turner, Count
Bagie's star 'guitarist Freddy Green, world heavywelight
champion Floyd Patferson, and many others prefer to
“keep the hair God gave them” than to endure the mis-
ery and expense of having their heads fried in acid
every ten days or so,

‘Meanwhile, an “aducationsl campaign” is paining |

ground among school tedchers, employment and voca-
tioral eounselors to discourage teenagers from having
their hair “processed,”

*They don’t know how bad they lock when they go
downtown among thousands of white people,” sHys 3
Fhiladelphia newspaperman. “They might look all right
in some night ciub or tavern after dark with the lights
bouncing off their heads, but whén they get out in the
daylight with all that stuff on their heads, you can’t
blame a white employer form: thinking they might he
anything from, thieves, burglars, sex fiends, Jitterbugs
to murderers.” .

Nareoties bureaw detectives in Chieago, Newark,
N, J., Los Angeles and Philadelphia said in off-the-

xecord statements that iwo out of five Negroes they

arrest on charges of using or selling dope have conked
heads.

Other authorities agreed that the addiction of Ne-
groes to hair conking may-be due to a Yself defense”
mechanism and “fear that they are odd people set a-
part from others because of certain racial character.
istics that include color of the skin, tewture of the hair
and aother identifying physical traits.

“Of ecourse this business about being odd people
is a lot of bunk,” a Cleveland social worker contends,
“But eveén that is no excuse for Negroes to partically
mutilate themselves in the vain hope that they may ac-
guire hair characteristics of the white man. They have
10 be'awakened to the danger that white empioyers are
iurning them down by the th ds simply |

, the passicn-for 'shfaigh-:. ;

of developing waxes, [

‘days ‘or longer in order 1o, appesse the vanity -of thase

straight:” Touring US0-
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BINGING STAR NANCY WIL-
¥om, a Miles Davis dizscovery,
-exhibjts great pleasure, as does
model Betty Sebastian, .upon
hearing that the Muslio musi-
eal dramp jﬂRGENA” may be
revived. So enthused were they
by the play's succoss wt Bog-
tor's John Hancock Hall and
New Yerk's Carnegie Hall, that
they volunteersd to help puhb-
licze the two performuanees st
the Tivoli Theater in Chlcago
carfier this year.

Howard U. Prol.
Will Lecture
At Tokyo Univ.

WASHINGTON, D. C.—A Hn-_
ward University professor hag
aceepted an invitalion £ dejiver
a week-long -series of lectures
=t the Unwversity .of Tokye, He
i Dr. Harola 5. Fleming, pro-
fessor of research in the College
of Dentistry, who will speak
on his studies of salivery glands.
Dr. Fleming’s lectures at the
Jupanese Unijversity began Nov.
1.

A specialist in dental research,

By. Fleming has been conducting
studies of salivary gland ex-
tracts since 1994, His lectures witl
deal with the relationship of sale
ivary glands o the gonads (sex
organs}. Heceni findings by Dr.
Fleming indicate. a relationship
of the salivary glands to a hor-
mone that stiminates the sex or-
Bans. '
" The Howard professor was in-
vited to the University of Tokyo
by Psof. Yosoji Ito, haad of the
University’s Department of Phy-
sltlogical Sciences. He will pre-
Bent o paper at the fifth sympos-
ium of the Japan Salivary Gla-
nds Boclety, His jtinerary also
will include lectures in Kyoto
and Osaka, Japan, as well ag
taurs of the research institutes
at the niversity of Tokyo and
the Tokyo Medical and Dental
College.
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